







have	 found	 that	 poverty	 is	 “83%”	 of	 the	 cause	 of	 homelessness,	 which	 stems	 off	 of	
unemployment	(American	City).	Even	when	people	living	in	poverty	are	able	to	obtain	jobs,	in	
most	cases	individuals	are	severely	underpaid.		This	gives	workers	less	residual	income	to	work	






Despite	 the	dire	 situation	 for	 far	 too	many,	 there	are	 some	steps	being	 taken	 in	both	
countries	to	combat	these	issues.	In	the	US,	action	most	often	takes	the	form	of	food	banks	or	
shelters	that	are	run	by	employees	of	non-profit	organizations	and	volunteers.	In	the	UK,	more	
governmental	action	is	taken	where	some	Mayors	keep	landlords	in	check	and	make	sure	they	
increase	the	quality	of	 living	 in	affordable	housing.	There	are	also	programs	that	provide	free	
meals	for	kids	in	families	who	are	struggling	to	fund	their	schooling.		
We	are	moving	in	the	right	direction,	but	there	is	still	more	to	be	done.	If	we	want	to	truly	
help	each	other,	we	must	come	together	and	collaborate	by	taking	action	whether	it	is	donating	
time	or	money.	This	paper	will	explore	ways	to	be	a	more	just	society	when	it	comes	to	poverty	
and	homelessness.			
	
